Baccalaureate Graduation Service

Question:

Is there any conflict with offering a Baccalaureate in the High School?

Answer:

It is not so much a conflict as it is a First Amendment issue regarding separation of church and state. School
districts may not sponsor baccalaureate ceremonies. That said however, parents, faith groups and other
community organizations are free to sponsor such services for students who wish to attend. The school may
announce the baccalaureate in the same way it announces other community events. If the school allows the
community groups to rent or otherwise use its facilities after hours then a privately sponsored
baccalaureate may be held on campus under the same terms offered to any private community group.
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Ask ISBA is a service of the Idaho School Boards Association. Questions may be published online at www.idsba.org or in ISBA’s quarterly magazine, the SLATE.

DISCLAIMER: The Idaho School Board Association, as a service to its member school districts and school boards, provides general assistance or information regarding issues of administration
related to school districts. However, the Idaho School Board Association and its employees and agents are not legal experts, and are not intending to provide legal advice or services. The Idaho
School Board Association is not a law firm, and should not be considered to legally represent any of its member school districts, their trustees or employees. Any information, advice,
recommendations, or other assistance provided by the Idaho School Board Association to its member school districts, including the member school districts and employees, should not be
considered legal advice, etc. Each member district should retain legal counsel for the purpose of obtaining legal advice, information, recommendations, or other legal assistance, and should not
rely on information or assistance provided by the Idaho School Board Association for any legal purpose. The Idaho School Board Association will not and cannot be held liable for any advice,
recommendations, information, or other assistance provided to its member school districts, and such members should understand that such advice, etc. is provided for general and
informational purposes only. By providing this advice, the Idaho School Board Association is not and does not create any special relationship with its members, other than for the purpose of
providing general information, which should be verified with legal experts.
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