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THE VOICE OF SCHOOL
BOARD MEMBERS

Building ISBA’s Advocacy Platform

L E G I S L A T I V E
S E S S I O N

J A N U A R Y -
M A R C H / A P R I L :  

M A R C H - A P R I L :  

L A T E  M A Y  –  J U L Y :  

A U G U S T -
S E P T E M B E R :  

S E P T E M B E R  –
O C T O B E R :  

N O V E M B E R :  

D E C E M B E R :  
School Board members and
ISBA staff use the advocacy

platform to advocate for
public schools at the

Statehouse.

School boards assess the
outcome of the legislative
session and consider next
steps or areas needed for

additional advocacy.

School board members
propose new state policy
and changes to current

policy by submitting
resolutions to ISBA by

July 31st.
School boards review these
policy proposals and may 

co-sponsor them if they
agree.

School boards convene with
their regions and identify
areas of joint advocacy.

School board members
convene at the ISBA Annual
Convention to debate and

vote on the proposed
platform.

ISBA staff and school board
members identify legislative
sponsors and begin drafting

legislation.
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To learn more visit www.idsba.org



APRIL – JUNE:
Thank all local legislators

Invite legislators into schools and to
school board meetings

Educate them on the impacts of the
session

Review, inform, and submit
resolutions for ISBA legislative

platform

JULY-SEPTEMBER:
Identify the top issue facing your schools

and your students
Follow and participate in work groups at

the state-level
Engage local stakeholders and advocates

Review legislative proposals with your
board and gather input to bring to the

ISBA Convention
Attend your regional meeting to

strategize regional advocacy efforts with
neighboring districts/schools

OCTOBER – DECEMBER
Vote on the ISBA legislative platform at the Annual

Convention
Get to know your local legislators and their goals

Invite legislators to your schools, events, and
board meetings

Share your legislative priorities – including local
priorities and ISBA’s platform

Provide input on issues and bill drafts
Align your messages and priorities regionally and

locally
Plan your visit to Boise to meet with legislators

during the Session 

JANUARY – MARCH:
Follow the Legislative Session

Subscribe to ISBA Capitol Notes for weekly
updates

Track bills and legislative committees, and
provide support to ISBA staff 

Talk about important bills at school board
meetings

Attend ISBA Day on the Hill
Be in touch with your legislators weekly

Coordinate Local Outreach
Champion an issue and work with other

districts and schools
Plan trips to Boise with your students

Get familiar with the ISBA’s Membership
Positions
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