
2021 Campaign Finance 
& Elections



New Campaign 
Finance Laws



$500 Threshold for Local Candidates

• Local candidates that do not raise or spend $500, do not need 
to create a Campaign Finance account or file monthly reports. 
See Idaho Code 67-6608(1)

• All candidates must keep track and records of any money 
raised or spent (including personal money)

• Declaration of Candidacy contains appointment of a political 
treasurer that is defaulted to the candidate until they reach the 
$500 threshold. 



Filing Dates

• 10th of every month during the year of the election, annually 
during non-election years

• Any contributions of $1,000 must be reported within 48 hours

• $50 fine for every day late, See Idaho Code 67-6625A



Contribution Limits

• $1,000
• Per person

• Per company* or political committee

• No limits for the candidate contributions to own campaign

• Candidates may not coordinate on independent expenditures



Disclosures

• Materials should indicate:
“Paid for by Yosemite Sam for Governor, Elmer Fudd Treasurer”

• The goal is transparency

• No one was ever fined for over-disclosure
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Oversight/Roles

Campaign Finance

• Filing occurs via the Secretary of State’s website

• Oversight, assistance, and enforcement provided by 

County Clerk/Elections Office



Oversight/Roles

Elections

• Candidate filing and ballot 
questions prepared by Clerk of 
the District

• Election administration, 
verification of qualifications, 
conduct of election, certification 
of results by County Clerk



November Election
Key Dates

• September 3rd 

• Candidate Filing Deadline

• September 10th 

• Write-in Deadline

• Final Candidates Due to Clerk

• September 13th

• Ballot Question Deadline



November Election
Key Dates

• September 17th

• Withdrawal Deadline

• Recall Deadline

• October 4th

• Absentee Ballot Mailing Deadline*

• October 8th

• Pre-Registration Deadline



November Election
Key Dates

• October 18th

• Early in-person voting begins

• October 21st

• Poll watcher deadline

• October 22nd

• Absentee Request Deadline

• October 29th

• Last Day of Early Voting



November Election
Key Dates

• November 2nd
• Election Day!!!

• Deadline for absentee ballots

• November 12th

• Canvass Deadline

• Certification of Results

• Certificate of Election (By District)



Questions



Contact

Phil McGrane
Ada County Clerk

www.AdaCountyElections.com

(208) 287-6860
elections@adacounty.id.gov

http://www.adacountyelections.com/

