
HOW TO TALK TO 
YOUR FRIENDS AND 

NEIGHBORS WHO 
MAY KNOW NOTHING 

ABOUT VOUCHERS.
Why are vouchers or other taxpayer-funded private school tuition a 

bad thing? Top 5 reasons why your friends and neighbors – who may 
know nothing about school vouchers – should care. 

School choice is a misnomer. Private 
schools choose their students – not the 

other way around. 
No one disagrees that a parent should be able to have 
the freedom to choose a school that fits best for them. 
Idaho has a vast amount of school choice – we have 
nearly 80 public charter schools, magnet schools, one of 
the most expansive open enrollment laws in the country, 
homeschool freedom, as well as private schools.  The 
question in voucher proposals is really about who foots 
the bill. Should taxpayers be forced to foot the bill for 
parents who choose to send their children to private 
school? And, if so, should those schools be held to the 
same accountability and transparency requirements 
of public schools? Private schools get to choose their 
students, and aren’t required to serve all students – for 
example, they may require students to adopt a certain 
creed or religion, and may choose not to provide ser-
vices to students with disabilities or needs. 

Rural communities would be forced to 
subsidize urban areas.  

Nearly half of all counties in Idaho (20) do not contain a 
single private school, and only 22 percent of Idaho’s 121 
private schools are in rural towns. Further, rural towns 
in Idaho that do have private schools usually only have 
one. The majority of the state’s 
private schools are in Ada County 
(Boise), meaning that rural tax-
payers are essentially forced to 
subsidize families in urban areas 
who are sending their children to 
private school while their com-
munities’ public schools funding 
will diminish. (Image below).  
Meanwhile, investments in public 
schools are down. Diminished 
state investments further exac-
erbate the needs of communities 
in rural areas where the school 
district is the largest employer – 
not to mention a community hub 
for gatherings, sports events, and 
more is put at risk.
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Property taxes could go up. 
In states like Idaho, the creation and expansion of private-school tuition programs will likely lead to 
property tax hikes, as schools already rely on voter-approved levies to pay for school safety, teachers, 
special education, extra curriculars & athletics, and transportation. With over 90 school districts in 
Idaho relying on voter-approved levies, a private school tuition program is likely to increase reliance 
on them.  After private school vouchers blew a hole in Wisconsin’s school budgets, homeowners faced 
a $577 million dollar property tax hike5. The expense of voucher programs led the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Public Instruction to report that local school boards must increase property taxes, use their 
fund balances, or reduce current expenditures to offset the loss of state aid.6 Here in Idaho, these 
same proposals have the same potential to siphon hundreds of millions away from public schools, 
increasing the need for levies and bonds to keep teachers, programs like music and sports, and other 
essentials in our neighborhood schools that are not fulfilled by the state.

Most students in other states using vouchers were already 
attending a private school. 

In states with voucher programs, evidence shows its families already attending 
private schools who got these funds. As an example, between 75% and 90% 
of Voucher users in states like Arizona, New Hampshire and Wisconsin were 
already in private school before vouchers were implemented. The dispro-
portionate use of voucher programs by kids already in private school means 
taxpayers are left footing the bill for affluent families, and private institutions 
(including for-profit enterprises) walk away with unregulated and unaccount-
able handouts on the public dime.

In some states, the growth of voucher programs has wreaked havoc on 
state budgets - impacting not just public schools, but other investments 
communities need like roads, bridges, and water projects. All without any 
accountability, transparency, or taxpayer protections. Is this how you want 
your tax dollars spent? 
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5https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2022/02/22/bill-offers-vouchers-wisconsin-students-raising-property-taxes/6886427001/
6Danger_of_Private_School_Vouchers_Compressed_.pdf


